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Supporting Displaced Ukrainian 

Students and their Families –

Education Perspective

Alyssa and Katrina, Grade 10
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Why We Are Here

How do we 
assess students 
with different 

language levels?

How can students 
take a Course 

Challenge?

How do 
I teach 

content?

Are there any free 
online Ukrainian 

resources for 
students to read in 
class during silent 

reading? 

Why do I have 
to register my 
child for school 
every year? We 
don’t do this in 
Ukraine.

I’ve finished 
school in Ukraine. 
Do I need to go to 
school again?

Mark, Grade 7
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Session Overview 

International Education Services Supports
Nataliia Naiavko, Ukrainian Special Language Advisor

English as an Additional Language Supports
Sharon Seward,  Curriculum Consultant

Curriculum Supports
Laurie O'Shaughnessy and Greta Derus, Curriculum Consultants

Field Service Supports
Debra Barron, Manager

Questions and Answers 
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Welcoming Remarks

Waldemar Riemer 

Director, International Education
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• More than 3,000 new students in our K-12 system

• Displaced students are registered in over 60 school 

authorities across the province

• Number of students varies from single to triple 

digits in each of these authorities

• Most Ukrainian students require English language 

supports

Current Situation: 

Displaced Students from Ukraine in Alberta

Natasha, Grade 9
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Alberta + Ukraine =

• 2 Memorandums of Understanding regarding

education

• 1 Special Ukrainian Special Language Advisor

• 1 Ukrainian Special Project Officer

• Unlimited possibilities for collaboration and support

Alberta and Ukraine



Classification: Protected A

International Education Services 

Supports

Nataliia Naiavko

Special Language Advisor – Ukraine 

International Education
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nataliia.naiavko@gov.ab.ca

mailto:nataliia.naiavko@gov.ab.ca
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Supports for Displaced Ukrainian Students 

and Their School Boards
• Development of resource explaining Alberta’s school system and

programs in English and Ukrainian

– The PDF fact sheet, called “Education in Alberta,” is available in both English and

Ukrainian and can be found at “Support for Ukrainians.”

– ”

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/932b33a1-e22c-4ade-b57a-c79ca114e2ff/resource/ea0d0ecc-cf91-4964-afde-d581991aa27f/download/edc-education-in-alberta.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/support-for-ukrainians.aspx
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Supports for Displaced Ukrainian Students 

and Their School Boards

• Provided Ukrainian university entrance exam writing site for Ukrainian

students

• Translated Ukraine’s high school curriculum overview to help Alberta

principals understand where students are in their development

• Support for Ukrainian language course challenge

• Sharing learning and teaching resources for Ukrainian students
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English as an Additional Language 

Supports

Sharon Seward

Curriculum Consultant (PreK – 12) 

English as an Additional Language (EAL)
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Additional-languages@gov.ab.ca

mailto:Additional-languages@gov.ab.ca
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• Assumes students have only

one home language

• Focus may be on what

students do not know

• Students may be fluent in multiple

languages

• Focus is on knowledge and skills

students are bringing to the

classroom

– Students bring with them language

knowledge and skills that help them

learn English.

11

English as an 

Additional Language 

(EAL)

English as a Second 

Language (ESL)
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The Supporting English Language Learners website has information on:

• Alberta K-12 Proficiency Benchmarks - including:

o Writing Samples and Videos of Students Engaging in Content Learning by Grade 

and English Level with Benchmark Analysis 

• EAL Programming - including:

o Organizing for Instruction – Gathering EAL Data, Instructional Supports and Sample 

High School Timetables by English Level

o Encouraging the Use of Home Languages

o Understanding the Acquisition of English as an Additional Language

• Language Proficiency Assessment tools and Strategies

• Research and Resources
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/index.html

https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/index.html
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/index.html
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• Designed to be used in connection with classroom 

teaching and learning

• Helps teachers plan for differentiated instruction in 

subject areas

• Assists with communicating English proficiency growth 

with EAL learners, their parents and their other teachers

Alberta K-12 Proficiency Benchmarks

https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/index.html

The Benchmarks are an English language assessment and 
programming tool for teachers

https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/index.html
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/index.html
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• HS ESL Program of Studies - Alberta.ca

• Builds literacy and communicative skills in English, from beginning to 

advanced levels

• Prepares students for using English in social, functional and academic 

contexts

• Locally Developed ESL Courses - Alberta.ca

• Provides introduction to content areas with an ESL focus

• Prepares students for language and content in HS content courses

• Sample HS Timetables and Pathways for EAL learners -
• https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/organizing_for_instruction_organizing_senior.html

EAL Newcomers in High School (HS)

https://education.alberta.ca/media/563750/high-school-esl-program-of-studies.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/locally-developed-courses.aspx?utm_source=redirector
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/organizing_for_instruction_organizing_senior.html
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/eslapb/organizing_for_instruction_organizing_senior.html
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Teaching Refugees | Toward a Brighter Future

https://www.teachingrefugees.com/

Trauma-Informed Supports

https://www.teachingrefugees.com/
https://www.teachingrefugees.com/
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EAL Supports on Alberta.ca

Making a Difference

Guide to Implementation

Working with Young EAL Learners

https://www.alberta.ca/programs-of-study.aspx
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/e02db4bb-ba84-4ee2-92eb-cd7e20fee97c/resource/4f325cbc-0b11-4284-80fb-6b83e3072b49/download/makingadifference-2010.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/9780778575283
https://education.alberta.ca/media/1224523/working-with-young-children-who-are-learning-english-as-a-new-language.pdf
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EAL Information for Parents

https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/parenttipsheets.html

https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/parenttipsheets.html
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/parenttipsheets.html
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Supports for EAL Program Implementation

https://sites.google.com/erlc.ca/ell/home 

https://sites.google.com/erlc.ca/ell/home
https://sites.google.com/erlc.ca/ell/home
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Language Curriculum Supports

Laurie O'Shaughnessy, Greta Derus

Curriculum Consultants, International Languages 

Humanities, Wellness and French Curriculum Sector

19

Additional-languages@gov.ab.ca

mailto:Additional-languages@gov.ab.ca
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• Any senior high students who believe they have 

acquired the knowledge, skills and attitudes (as defined 

by the program of studies for a given course), can 

challenge the outcomes of a course by participating in 

a formal assessment process. --Guide to Education

Course Challenges

Maxim, Nikolai, Matthew, Aidan, Grade 10
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For a language course challenge:

• Students need to "perform a number of tasks and show 

samples of their work that demonstrate the degree to which 

the student has achieved the expected standards for the 

outcomes of the course”.

• The course challenge is not a test/exam.

• The challenge process must be administered by an Alberta 

certificated teacher who has expertise in Ukrainian language 

and culture.

Language Course Challenges
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Languages Course Challenges
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• Course challenges are available for 

Ukrainian and other additional languages

Victoria, Grade 7
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Field Services Supports

Debra Barron 

Manager, Alberta Education Field Services

South Services Branch

23
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Photo by Elena Mozhvilo on Unsplash

Mental 

Health 

Supports

https://unsplash.com/ja/@miracleday?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/ukraine?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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• Mental Health Helpline
albertahealthservices.ca/findhealth/Service.aspx?id=6810&ser

viceAtFacilityID=1047134

• Kids Help Phone
kidshelpphone.ca

• Edmonton Mennonite 

Centre for Newcomers
emcn.ab.ca

Mental Health Supports

Veronika, Grade 9

http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/findhealth/Service.aspx?id=6810&serviceAtFacilityID=1047134
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca/
https://emcn.ab.ca/
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• Calgary Catholic Immigration Society
ccisab.ca 

• Alberta 211
ab.211.ca

• List of Resources
ab.211.ca/how-we-help/resources-for-ukraine-

crisis

• Help in Tough Times
albertahealthservices.ca/amh/page16759.aspx

Mental Health Supports

Oleksandr , Gr.11

ccisab.ca
https://ab.211.ca/
https://ab.211.ca/how-we-help/resources-for-ukraine-crisis
http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/amh/page16759.aspx
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Questions and 

Answers

alberta.ca/support-for-ukrainians.aspx

alberta.ca/international-education.aspx

education-ukrainians@gov.ab.ca

mailto:education-ukrainians@gov.ab.ca

